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MR. ASHOK PATHIRAGE
Chairman

Skills and Experience

Mr. Ashok Pathirage is recognised as a
visionary leader in Sri Lanka’s corporate
sector. As the founding member and
Chairman/Managing Director of Softlogic
Group, one of Sri Lanka’s leading
conglomerates, Mr. Pathirage has been
instrumental in driving the Group’s
remarkable achievements and success.
Under his leadership, Softlogic Group has
grown to encompass over 50 companies,
creating employment opportunities for

more than 11,000 individuals across Sri
Lanka and Australia, reflecting his steadfast
commitment to business excellence. With a
strategic and pragmatic vision, Mr. Pathirage
guides Softlogic Group’s operations across
all sectors. The Group has established a
dominant presence in three core verticals-
Retail, Healthcare Services, and Financial
Services—while also making significant
strides in non-core areas such as IT, Leisure
and Property, and Automobiles. A key
highlight of his leadership is the success of
the Asiri Hospital chain, which has emerged
as Sri Lanka’s leading private healthcare
provider. Under his guidance, Asiri Hospitals
has set new industry benchmarks in medical
innovation, playing a crucial role in advancing
the country’s private healthcare services.

Other Current Appointments

In addition to his role as Chairman and
Managing Director of Softlogic Group,

Mr. Pathirage holds several prestigious
leadership positions in publicly listed
companies. He serves as Chairman/
Managing Director of Softlogic Holdings PLC,
Softlogic Capital PLC, Softlogic Finance PLC,
Asiri Hospital Holdings PLC, Asiri Surgical
Hospital PLC, and Odel PLC—all of which are
listed on the Colombo Stock Exchange.

Previous Appointments

Mr. Pathirage held the position of Deputy
Chairman at National Development Bank
PLC, completing his full tenure in accordance
with regulatory guidelines. He also served as
the Chairman of NDB Capital Holdings Ltd.,
His experience in governance and corporate
responsibility extends to his role as former
Chairman of both SriLankan Airlines Limited
and SriLankan Catering Limited, where the
Government of Sri Lanka is the principal
shareholder.

MR. IFTIKAR AHAMED
Managing Director

Skills and Experience

Mr. Iftikar Ahamed holds over three decades
of experience in a wide range of positions
within the financial services industry and
has extensive banking experience both in Sri
Lanka and overseas. He holds a MBA from
the University of Wales, UK.

Other Current Appointments

Mr. Ahamed was appointed as Managing
Director of Softlogic Life Insurance PLC in
January 2014. He is a Director of Softlogic
Stockbrokers (Pvt) Limited, Softlogic Asset
Management (Pvt) Limited and Softlogic
Australia Pty Limited.

Previous Appointments

Mr. Ahamed has previously held senior
management positions as Deputy Chief
Executive Officer at Nations Trust Bank PLC,
and Senior Associate Director at Deutsche
Bank AG.

MR. HARESH KAIMAL
Director

Skills and Experience

Mr. Haresh Kumar Kaimal is a Co Founder of
Softlogic Group and has served on the Board
of Directors since the Company’s origin in
1991. He leads the Group-wide IT division,
overseeing IT initiatives, infrastructure and
digital transformation across its diverse
businesses. Under his guidance, Softlogic
has implemented major systems such as
Oracle E Business Suite and Oracle Retail
applications, along with industry specific
front-end tools.

Other Current Appointments

He is an Executive Director of Softlogic BPO
(Pvt) Ltd, Managing Director of Softlogic
Supermarket (Pvt) Ltd, represents the
Board of Directors of Softlogic Capital PLC,
Softlogic Finance PLC, ODEL PLC, Asiri
Hospitals Group and many other Group
companies.

MS. FERNANDA LIMA
Director

Skills and Experience

Ms. Fernanda Lima has over 20 years of
experience in financial services and private
equity investing in emerging markets. She
has hands on experience in growing inclusive

financial institutions across Asia and has
held a number of Board and senior roles in
investee companies.

She holds a Master of Science in
Environment and Development from the
London School of Economics and a Master of
Business Administration from the University
of London and Imperial College. She was a
British Chevening Scholar and speaks fluent
Portuguese and Spanish.

Other Current Appointments

Ms. Lima is based in Singapore and a

Partner for LeapFrog Investments, the
pioneering impact investing private equity
firm. LeapFrog has raised over US $3.0Bn
from global institutional investors towards its
profit-with-purpose funds to deliver essential
financial and healthcare tools and climate
solutions in some of the world's fastest
growing markets.

She is also a Board member of bolttech,
Pasar Polis, HDBank (Observer) and Save the
Children Global Ventures.

Previous Appointments

Ms. Lima previously spent nine years as
Managing Director, Asia for US based
Developing World Markets. Prior to that,
she was Vice President for AlIG Global
Investment Group in London and with
venture capital firm AFLA/CVC in Sao Paulo,
Brazil having started her career with Brazil-
based Unibanco/ITAU, largest financial
conglomerate in the southern hemisphere.

MR. V. GOVINDASAMY
Director

Skills and Experience

Mr. V. Govindasamy holds a Bachelor of
Science in Electrical Engineering and MBA
from the University of Hartford, USA. He is a
Fellow Member of the Institute of Certified
Professional Managers of Sri Lanka. His
international experience coupled with his
innate managerial capability and innovative
qualities enabled him to transform the
plantation business, achieving perceptible
improvement in quality, production standards
and penetration into new markets.
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Other Current Appointments

Mr. V. Govindasamy is the Deputy Chairman
of Sunshine Holdings PLC. He pioneered
the Group’s diversification into newer, but
key, economic sectors such as Consumer
Business, Healthcare, Plantations, and
Dairy. He currently serves as a Member of
the Governing Board of the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka. He serves as a Board member of
Sunshine Holdings and its subsidiaries, as
well as United Motors Lanka PLC, Dialog
Axiata PLC, and Lanka Island Resorts Ltd.

Previous Appointments
He previously held the position of Chairman
at the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce (CCC).

MR. RAIMUND SNYDERS
Director

Skills and Experience

Mr. Raimund Snyders holds a Bachelor

of Commerce, Bachelor of Laws from
Stellenbosch University, as well as Executive
Leadership qualifications from the Graduate
School of Business, University of Cape
Town, and Harvard Business School. He

is one of the most seasoned insurance
leaders in the industry. His experience in the
insurance industry is both vast and deep.
Over his career, Raimund has led organic
and inorganic expansion, sales, marketing,
product development, distribution,
bancassurance, investment and wealth
management with responsibilities across
retail, institutional and enterprise functions
cultivated over 30 years of career with Old
Mutual.

Other Current Appointments

Currently, Mr. Snyders sits on the Board of
Directors of miLife Insurance Limited and
AlICO Limited, both Africa-based insurers.

Previous Appointments

Mr. Snyders served as the CEO of Mutual
and Federal, the 185-year old insurer in the
Old Mutual Group, and he led a turnaround
of the Company as part of the Old Mutual
Group’s strategy to establish itself as a
leading financial services group across the
African continent. Under his leadership,
Mutual and Federal was rebranded to
become Old Mutual Insure. Prior to this,
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Mr. Snyders served in executive leadership
positions in the Old Mutual Group,

leading large multidisciplinary teams in
areas of business such as distribution,
bancassurance, investments and wealth
management key positions included: COO
and Head of Distribution for Old Mutual’s
African operations; Executive General
Manager, Old Mutual Life Assurance

Co (South Africa); CEO, Old Mutual Life
Assurance Co (Namibia); and Managing
Director, Old Mutual Investment Services.

MR. SANJAYA MOHOTTALA
Director

Skills and Experience

Mr. Sanjaya Mohottala is a Senior Advisor
to Boston Consulting Group (BCG),

where he was previously a Managing
Director and Partner. With over 17 years

of experience at BCG, he has advised
Principal Investors and Private Equity (PIPE)
clients, Sovereign Wealth Funds (SWF),
Infrastructure funds, banks, multinational
corporations, and regional enterprises
across the Indo-Pacific, the EU, and the US.
He has extensive experience in strategy,
mergers & acquisitions and investments,
restructuring, operational improvement,
sales and marketing, digitisation and Al &
advanced analytics. Mr. Mohottala has led
multiple merger discussions and post merger
integration efforts. He has also worked on
largescale global transformation efforts. He
received his MBA from the UCLA Anderson
School of Management (Fulbright Scholar,
USA), holds a BSc (Hons) from the University
of Moratuwa, Management Accountant -
CIMA, Diploma in Marketing - CIM.

Previous Appointments

Mr. Mohottala was the former BOI Chairman,
was a Board member at the Export
Development Board, SriLankan Airlines and
the International Chamber of Commerce,

Sri Lanka.

Current Appointments

Mr. Mohottala is the nominee of Norwegian
Investment Fund for Developing Countries
(“NORFUND”) on the NDB Board and in
addition, he holds directorships at Orbital
Kinetic Pte. Ltd., iFinity Pte. Ltd., and 1976
Corp Pvt Ltd.
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MR. LALITH WITHANA
Director

Skills and Experience

Mr. Lalith Withana holds a Master of
Business Administration (MBA) Degree from
the University of Sri Jayewardenepura,
Colombo and a Bachelor of Arts (BA) Hons.
Degree from the University of Manchester
Metropolitan, UK. He is a Fellow Member
of both Chartered Institute of Management
Accountants (FCMA), UK, and the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of Sri Lanka
(FCA). He is also a Project Management
Professional of the Project Management
Institute (PMI), USA.

Other Current Appointments

Mr. Withana is currently serving as the
Founder and the Managing Director of
Agility Consulting Services (Pvt) Ltd, and

as a Director of HNB Finance PLC, Citrus
Leisure PLC, Waskaduwa Beach Resort PLC,
Hikkaduwa Beach resort PLC, Commercial
Development Company PLC, Hunter &
Company PLC, Lanka Canneries Ltd and
Serendipity Leisure (Pvt) Ltd.

Previous Appointments

Mr. Withana has held management positions
in the corporate sector for over 25 years,
during which he has held senior management
positions in Banking, Manufacturing and
Trading for more than 25 years. He has
worked with many organisations such as
Brandix Group, Ernst & Young, Amsterdam
Rotterdam (Amro) Bank, IBM World Trade
Corporation & Carson Cumberbatch, Ceylon
Tea Services Limited, Yamaha Corporation
in (USA), SriLankan Airlines, SriLankan
Catering and Deloitte Consulting Overseas
Projects LLC . He had previously served

as an Independent Director on the Boards
of Bank of Ceylon, Dankotuwa Porcelain
PLC, Merchant Bank of Sri Lanka PLC, and
Seylan Bank. Mr. Withana had also been a
Commissioner of the Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission.



